MARSWORTH C E INFANT SCHOOL
HOME LEARNING POLICY
Our curriculum provides a broad range of experiences for our pupils.
Through our values of Respect, Courage, Compassion and Curiosity, Marsworth CE Infant School provides a
unique, nurturing environment to inspire a love of learning in our children.
‘Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their lives.’ Proverbs 22:6
We care for each child as an individual to support their education, social, spiritual and moral growth.
We believe that all children should experience the feeling of accomplishment in a wide range of areas. Our
curriculum therefore gives pupils opportunities of academic and personal development; it gives equal importance
to core and foundation subjects; physical wellbeing and mental wellbeing are both valued, understood and
prioritised by our careful consideration of curriculum design.
Introduction
Guided parental support of learning is an essential part of a good education. It encourages children to
become confident and independent in their learning and ensures continuity between the school and home
Learning Environments
At Marsworth CE Infant School home learning refers to any learning activity that pupils are asked to do
outside of normal lesson time. The activities are generally related to work that pupils are doing in school as
preparation, consolidation or follow-up. It can be done by pupils working on their own or with the support of
parents or carers.
Whilst most parents appreciate the value and importance of home learning, a recent School survey showed some
feel we set too little and some feel we set too much! In order to allow parents to support their children to the
best of their ability without placing undue stress on family time, we have taken an approach of giving parents a
range of suggestions on how to support their children’s learning at home, without prescribing when, where or
how much extra work should be done.
Aims
Through this policy we aim to:
• Ensure that a child’s self-esteem is developed
• Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school
• Enhance, reinforce and extend opportunities to develop work and learning in our school
• Make sure that parents and carers have a clear understanding of how they can best support their
children’s education
• Develop independence and a sense of personal responsibility
• Improve the home/school partnership
• Prepare children for their next stage in education.
Home Learning platform
In order to try and reduce the amount of paper and resources used, the school is in the current stages of moving
to a digital home learning platform in. As a result, parents are able to access the home learning at a time
convenient to them and messages/questions about the home learning could be loaded directly onto the platform.
For the academic year 2020-21, we have made further developments which are detailed below:
School website
The school website https://www.marsworthschool.co.uk can be accessed from most devices. The Information
page contains general information about the year group’s curriculum and specific details about the half term’s
topic and enrichment activities.
The Home learning Page also provides a ‘portal’ to other online resources that the school uses to support learning
at home such as :
• Tapestry

For Reception year group only. This is used by teachers to load home learning tasks that are
related to the current in-school learning.
• Seesaw
For Year 1 & 2. This is used by teachers to load home learning tasks that are related to the
current in school learning
• Oxford owl – a selection of online reading books that the children can access.
The role of parents and carers
We encourage parents and other carers to support their children by:
• Providing encouragement and support to children when they require it
• Being creative in their approach to activities linked to the school curriculum (e.g. nature walks and
games as well as reading and writing)
• Recognising home learning activities as a valuable aid to learning
• Encouraging and praising children when they have completed home learning
• Becoming actively involved in home learning activities with their children
• Providing feedback on the home learning
Whole school home learning
First half of the Autumn term 2020, children will focus on daily reading tasks and establishing routines and wellbeing activities to build on transition and expectations of the new academic year.
From Second half term of the academic year 2020-21
Home learning will be set on a weekly basis for the whole school via the seesaw app.
Teachers will load home learning activities linked to the school curriculum and school values giving parents a
range of ideas linked with particular topics. There will tasks for children to complete and they are able to ‘hand in’
completed tasks if they want to.
The following is a list of any regular, formal home learning that will be set for the rest of the year. This has been
significantly stripped back to allow families more flexibility in their approach.
• Daily reading
• Key words
• Weekly spellings in KS1 (speed reading)
• RM easi maths
• Nessy spelling and reading tasks
Supporting children with their home learning
We are happy for parents to support their children with their home learning, and sometimes the activities will
need an adult to help. It is not important that children get 100% of the work correct but that it is an accurate
reflection of what they can do. Parents are encouraged to ensure that their children complete the work neatly
and to the best of their ability.
Time and place considerations
It is important:
• To establish a good routine for homework (which will depend on existing family routines and culture)
including:
- When and where it should be completed
- Setting out expectations
- Linking home learning to a specific routine
• To do home learning in a quiet place away from the distractions of television and technology (unless
the task is technology based)
• To adapt the home learning environment to the needs of the child:
- Some children need to work by themselves
- Some children need to have parents nearby to help keep them on task and to answer
questions when problems arise
• Not to spend too long on a Home Learning task in one ‘sitting’
- Children should spend no more than 20-30 minutes on curriculum task at any one time.

Feedback - General
Children need to know how well they have done and what they could do better and children will be
encouraged to discuss things they have learnt at home in class.
Feedback should:
• Be given in a positive and supportive manner which will enable children to understand their next
steps in learning
• Praise the process rather than the person or the outcome
Wider learning considerations for parents
• Give your child confidence through praise and encouragement
Provide specific praise that focuses on a particular aspect of their work. Comments such as “I like
the way you have......” is more effective than “You are clever!” (see above)
• Read to and with your child as much as possible
• Encourage your child to observe and talk about what they see, feel, think etc
• Make use of your local library
Look out for special events eg the summer reading challenge
• Visit museums and other places you think your child may find interesting specially to support the
current school topic
• Try to find a reasonably quiet and suitable place for your child to do their home learning and show
that you and all the members of the family value and respect the homework activity
• Try to set time aside to support home learning activities whilst also allowing some independence
when appropriate
• Encourage your child to discuss home learning with you, including feedback from teachers
• Try to help your child see the enjoyable aspects of home learning
• Remind your child to complete and hand in home learning on time.
Home Learning through the Coronavirus (COVID 19) pandemic
Throughout lockdown and the reopening of the school in June 2020, Marlow C of E Infant School provided remote
home learning for the children of the school. The philosophy behind the activities provided was to support
parents so that children were able to progress in their learning as much as possible. The understanding was given
that parents were likely to be working from home and that our pupils are not of an age where they can focus on
home learning for long periods of time, especially without the supervision of an adult. As a result, the home
learning set was based on Medium Term plans drawn up by the teachers to meet the learning objectives that
would have been covered in school had the school been open. The activities therefore loaded up onto the school
website were aimed at meeting the objectives and parents were able to download them and use them at a time
convenient to them.
There was no live streaming of lessons as we considered this inappropriate for the age of our pupils.
As we move into the new academic year, this same philosophy will continue. We will use seesaw (for KS1) and
Tapestry for Reception to host the home learning.
Online Teaching and Learning Information in response to families/pupils being unwell or isolating due to COVID
19
The main aims of remote learning at Marsworth C of E Infant School are to:
• Keep the minds of our children active and happy, ready to return to school and engage with learning
when the time comes.
• Ensure regular contact with all children and families.
• Ensure consistency in the approach to remote learning for pupils who aren’t in school
• Ensure that the wellbeing of our pupils and parents is considered at all times
Below is outlined what parents can expect from us should their child/family be isolating due to Covid 19.
Taking care of the physical and mental health of our staff team is absolutely crucial at this time as it is for our
children and their parents/carers.

Teachers are having to teach in the class and plan for home learning for children who may not be in school.
We have tried to put together a plan that supports the workload of our teaching staff so that is manageable for all
parties and caters for all eventualities.
1. Child or a family member has Covid
19 Symptoms and are awaiting test
Results.

2. Child or a member of the family has
tested positive for Covid 19

3. If whole class bubbles are selfisolating at home, then teachers
will post pre-recorded videos to show
the teaching of key
concepts

If child is poorly or family members are we recognise this
may mean home learning may be the last thing on
minds. Health should always be put your first. Some
pupils may be only off for 1-3 days awaiting results.
If the child/family are well enough for home learning
they can access the existing home learning activities
which are published on Tapestry/Seesaw which can be
accessed via the letters sent home in October with
unique login details and how to guides.
Children also have access to Nessy Spelling and reading
and RM Easi maths at home too.
2. 1. If the family/child have Covid 19 then the family
need to put their health and well-being first. Teachers
will keep in touch with you via See Saw, Tapestry or
phone call to check you are ok once per week.
2. When the child feels feel well enough for home
learning they can access the existing home learning
activities which are published on Tapestry/seesaw or the
school website.
Children also have access to Nessy Spelling and reading
and RM Easi maths at home too.
Two weeks of comprehensive home learning will be
available for children on Seesaw or Tapestry page.
The class teacher will keep in touch via seesaw or
Tapestry or a phone call once per week.
Children also have access to Nessy Spelling and reading
and RM Easi maths at home too.

Inclusion
For those pupils and families that do not have internet access, the school office will need to be contacted so the
class teacher can support the pupil.
There may be some cases where pupils and families do not have access to printing facilities and we will try and
accommodate all students, including children with SEN or those who are more vulnerable, and consider different
levels of learning.
Teacher Involvement
Teachers are not expected to provide bespoke individual lessons for pupils. For those families at home and
completing learning who may need support, teachers will be teaching during the school day but will contact you
as soon as they can. If there is anything urgent families are encouraged to contact the school office for support in
the first instance.
Feedback via comments will be provided by the class teacher in response to learning shown. Teachers will build in
time during PPA to respond to at home learners and the home learning platforms regularly.
Communication by teachers to pupils and parents will only be made through official outlets such the home
learning platforms or the office email address.
Personal emails or numbers will not be used and teachers are advised to refrain from communicating outside of
school hours unless totally necessary.
Teachers will respond to any work put up on the home learning platforms at a time that is convenient and
manageable.
This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.
Policy reviewed: October 2020
Date of next review: October 2021

