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Marsworth C.E. Teach children how they should live
Infant School and they will remember it all their lives.

Proverbs 22:6




 
July 2025
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
We have put together some information below that will hopefully ease your mind about your child’s transition into Year 1.
Staffing 

Mrs. Karen Scott will be teaching on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. She will be teaching English, Phonics, Maths, RE, PE, PSHE, Science and Music. Mrs. Polatci will be teaching on Thursdays and Fridays and will cover the rest of the curriculum. 
The children will be taught Maths, English and Phonics on a daily basis, usually in the morning with the topic lessons in the afternoon. To begin with, we will be focusing on short lessons to support the children on their transition. The children will still have access to some child-initiated activities. Throughout the day, the children will also work with an adult in small focused groups, to address any gaps in learning.
Each term will be focused on a text. All other subjects and work will be linked to this, resulting in a greater impact on the children's learning. Curriculum information will be sent home at the beginning of the new academic year and it will also be on the school's website. 
Establishing Routines 
Attendance:

The start of a new school year enables us to set the tone for learning and behaviour in the school. It is an important time for teachers and children to establish classroom routines and to set expectations of behaviour and working well together. Please help us by ensuring children are in school by the allocated drop-off time. We understand that on occasions children may need to be dropped off early due to other commitments. If this is the case, could you please arrange this with the class teacher in advance. If for any reason you arrive late, please could you ensure your child is signed in at the front office. This is for health and safety reasons, enabling us to keep track of who is on site. 

The first term in KS1 can be a shock for some parents and children. The children have already had some transition activities, where we talked to them about their likes/dislikes. The children will be given their own pencil pot and resources to help them have a positive start to the year. They will also have their own desk in which they can leave their book bags, sun hats and sticker reward chart in.
Forms/ Letters
Over the course of the Autumn Term, letters may go home to update medical forms, photograph consent forms or parent code of conduct forms etc. Please keep a look out for these as it is important we have the correct contact details.
Attached is also a consent letter for an online spelling and reading resource which the children will have access to both at school and at home. Please could this be completed and returned in preparation for September. 
Routines:
Between 08:45 and 08:50 the children in Key Stage 1 will complete a short task or respond to any marking. 
In line with the Little Wandle Phonics scheme, books will be changed weekly by a member of staff. We fully understand how precious time is, however, we also understand that daily reading is just as important. We recommend the children read little and often, for example 5-10 minutes EVERY day, rather than reading the whole book once a week. Daily reading is expected as we will not be setting weekly homework tasks or spelling activities. 
We welcome parent volunteers to listen to children read. If you are able to give up a small portion of your time it will be greatly appreciated. 

At the end of the day the children will be dismissed from the EYFS classroom and will exit via the gate at 3:20pm  

Uniform

For health and safety reason we require all long hair to be tied up and no nail varnish is to be worn. 

In the Autumn and Spring Terms the school uniform should be grey trousers, skirt or pinafore with a light blue polo shirt. The children can wear a navy sweatshirt or cardigan. These do not need to be branded with the school name and logo. We do have a selection of new uniform that can be purchased from the school office. Please do speak to Miss Driscoll for further information.
The school uniform for PE is navy blue or black shorts or jogging bottoms only, with a plain white polo/t-shirt. Please can children wear plimsols as this is a requirement from the village hall, this is where the children do their P.E. They can wear a plain navy blue sweatshirt. 
Please could children have their PE kit in a drawstring bag which will be left on their peg. We will send it home each half-term for it to be washed. Please could all uniform and PE kit be named. 
Swimming

All Key Stage 1 children will go swimming. This will take place on a Wednesday morning. The school uniform should be worn and the children will change into their swimming kit at Aqua Value. Children DO NOT wear their swimming kit under their uniform. 
Library

Library will commence again within the first few weeks of the Autumn Term for all children. The children will be able to choose a book form the school library to read at home. They will have the opportunity to change the books each week. Library day is a Thursday. 
Healthy Schools

Marsworth School is a healthy school and we encourage the children to eat healthily. If your child is having a packed lunch, then we ask that a balanced lunch is provided with no chocolate bars, biscuits or crisps. Also, could we stress that no Frubes or yoghurts in squeezable packaging are given as they are often difficult for the children to open and can be messy. Please ensure no chocolate spread is in the sandwiches due to nut allergies. 
At playtime the children are given a healthy snack to eat, but this year we have noticed that children have been becoming hungrier around 10-11am. We feel that the children may benefit from having an additional snack such as rice cakes, bananas, crackers etc. Should you wish to provide them with an additional snack, they may bring it in and keep it in their desk or drawer. Again, please can this not be chocolate, biscuits, cake or crisps.  We encourage children to bring a named water bottle to school which they can access throughout the day. Should they drink it all, it will be refilled for them. Please ensure the bottle contains only water. 

Dropping off and Collection  

Please can I remind parents that NO dogs or pets are permitted on the school grounds. This is due to health and safety regulations. 
The end of the day can often be a little busy ensuring all children have everything to take home and that they are being picked up by the correct person. To help us in this, if your child is being picked up by somebody different, could you please inform the class teacher or the office, by writing a short letter/email with the name of the person, on which day and provide us with a contact number should we need to contact them. 

I thank you for your support in this. 

Over the Summer 

Six weeks can be a long time for some children and parents. To support the children in their transition to KS1, may we suggest some simple and short activities that could be carried out over the summer holidays.
These could consist of:

· Regular reading for short periods of time e.g. 5-10 mins a day

· Keeping a scrap book or a simple diary of what they have done 

· Allow the children to handle money when they are out and about

· Practise their letter formation or handwriting

· Colouring, drawing and completing dot to dots and word searches 

· Get out and about, throwing and catching a ball, running, cycling and gentle exercise. As they say, “what affects the body affects the mind”! Just remember to recharge the batteries too
· https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities  

· Practise using a knife, fork and spoon when eating their lunch or evening meal

We wish you all a fabulous summer and look forward to seeing you all in September.

Should you need to speak to somebody or have questions that need answering, then please do come and speak to us or make an appointment. 
Mrs. A Polatci   




Mrs. Karen Scott

Headteacher/KS1 Teacher     


KS1 teacher 

