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NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2025
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

I hope you and your families have had an enjoyable summer. Welcome back to school! Another exciting and inspiring school year lies ahead and we sincerely hope that this will be a return to normal education for all. I wish an extra special welcome to the new Reception and Nursery children and to Mrs Lacey who will be teaching one day a week in KS1. We are sure you will be happy at Marsworth C of E Infant School and will quickly feel part of our school family. 

The staffing arrangements are as follows:

Robins (EYFS)






            Goldfinches (KS1)

Monday - Wednesday – Mrs. Karen Holdsworth 

            Monday - Wednesday – Mrs. Karen Scott

Thursday and Friday – Mrs. Emma Williams 


            Thursday– Mrs. Polatci 
Teaching Assistant – Mrs. Sam Carter



            Friday- Mrs. Lacey 

Teaching Assistant – Miss Jenna McInnes


            Teaching Assistant – Mrs. Wendy Casterton
I am also proud to announce that Mrs Williams will be our school SENCo with Miss McInnes as SEN support.
Wednesday morning swimming for KS1 will be covered by Mrs Karen Scott and accompanied by other members of staff. We are hoping the Reception children will start swimming after October half-term once they have settled in. 

Improvements to the school

Little Wandle
Introducing Little Wandle Phonics
We are pleased to let you know that we have recently started implementing the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised phonics scheme. This is a DfE-approved systematic synthetic phonics programme designed to help children develop strong early reading skills.

As part of the early stages of this rollout, children are currently being assessed to ensure they are given a reading book that matches their individual phonics level. Home reading will begin once all children have been assessed and the correct level reading books have been issued. This should be within the next week or so. 
We will be sharing more detailed information about the scheme, how it works and how you can support your child at home in the coming weeks. Thank you for your support as we begin this exciting new chapter in our phonics teaching!

Plans ahead

Over the next half-term or so, we will be reinstating our open mornings, stay ’n’ play sessions and our Tuesday drop in, where parents can share a book with their child(ren).

We will be continuing with our 10-minute slot of reading for pleasure in the afternoons, where the children will be given the opportunity to look at/read a book of their choice to develop a love of reading. 
Due to reasons beyond our control, we will be changing our website platform. During the summer term and throughout the summer, I have been liaising with our provider to develop a brand-new website design. This coincides with our rebranding, reflecting us as a school and provides ease for locating information. The existing website is still up and running. Further details will follow in the next few weeks. 
What we will be learning

Curriculum information will be sent home in the next few weeks. Children will experience a range of stories and cross-curricular activities related to the topics. We hope that your child will share some of their exciting learning with you all. In the meantime, this can be located on the school website. 
For the last few years, we have purchased RM Easimaths. The KS1 children have been using this in school and it will also include home access in which the teacher can set online homework tasks. Usernames and passwords have been issued. We will be sending out a separate letter with further information. 

We have also purchased a spelling and reading subscription to NESSY for KS1 children. Letters with further details and login usernames will be sent out within the next few weeks.

Our faith newsletter will be sent home termly and we will continue to hold our celebration services at the end of each half-term. These are held at the Church. 

Attached to this letter is a copy of the school prayer. The prayer is used in Collective Worship and at the celebration services. It would be lovely if you could familiarise yourself with it and encourage your children to learn it. 

Establishing Routines 

The start of a new school year enables us to set the tone for learning and behaviour in the school. It is an important time for teachers and children to establish classroom routines and to set expectations of behaviour and working well together. Please help us by ensuring children are in school by 08:45. Please could you also ensure the children wear the correct school uniform and have a named water bottle for them to access throughout the day, ensuring it contains water only. 

Attendance 

Like all schools, we monitor pupil attendance and lateness. Consistent school attendance plays a vital role in your child(ren)’s academic success, social development and future wellbeing. 
Why Attendance in EYFS & KS1 Is So Important

Children with good attendance in Reception and KS1 are more likely to achieve expected levels in reading, writing and maths by Year 2.
Missing just one day every two weeks (around 90% attendance), adds up to nearly four weeks of lost learning each school year.
Research shows pupils with better attendance in EYFS go on to have stronger outcomes at GCSE level. Below are eye-opening statistics that show why every school day truly matters:
DID YOU KNOW:
· In England, over 1 in 5 children (21%) were persistently absent in 2022–23 — that’s more than 18 days missed in a school year

· Pupils with 95%+ attendance in KS1 are 1.3 times more likely to meet the expected standard in Year 2 SATs than those with lower attendance (2022-2023)

· Regular attendance supports children's confidence, communication and social development — all key skills developed in the early years

· Being persistently absent in secondary school could mean earning £10,000 less by age 28 compared to pupils with near-perfect attendance. Every extra day missed in Years 7–11 could cost around £750 in future earnings
Although the last point is specifically for secondary age pupils, it often stems from poor routines and low expectations from an early age.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

· Aim for 95%+ attendance — even small improvements boost academic success
· Schedule appointments outside school hours whenever feasible

· Let’s work together — Inform the school promptly of absences and reach out early if patterns emerge

· Set morning routines and healthy habits — things like bedtime consistency and balanced breakfasts help reduce absences
Every school day missed is more than just lost lessons — it’s lost opportunity.

As a school we are here to support and work with families to provide the best possible outcome for our young pupils. If you are having difficulties getting your child(ren) to school in the morning, then please do come and speak to myself or your child(ren)’s class teacher. 

Uniform
The uniform is grey trousers or shorts, a pale blue polo shirt (blue ones with a school badge are available from the office), a grey pinafore or grey skirt with a blue polo shirt and a blue school cardigan or sweatshirt, either navy or grey tights and black school shoes. Please ensure all items of clothing be clearly named. To help build children’s independence, it is advised for tops to be one size bigger as this helps with changing too.
PE. 

P.E. kit is navy shorts and a white T-shirt/polo shirt with black plimsolls. For colder months, children may wear navy joggers and a navy sweatshirt or hoodie. We ask that children bring their named P.E. kit into school in a named bag and leave it on their peg. At the end of each half-term it will be sent home to be washed. 
For swimming, we ask that boys wear trunks (not baggy shorts) and girls wear a one-piece costume. All children need to wear a swimming cap and bring a small towel to dry themselves (no bath sheets please). We also ask that no goggles are worn. On Wednesdays, we ask that children come to school wearing their school uniform with their swimming kit in a small rucksack, they will change on arrival at Aquavale. 
Updating information – alert in advance 

At this time of year, we need to update the information we hold in school about your child. We try to keep the number of requests to a minimum, however, it is important for the safety of all children that we have up to date and accurate information. If you haven’t, please could you provide two numbers for your child(ren)’s emergency contacts. Thank you for a timely response to any such requests, which will come to you in the coming weeks.  

Events
Harvest

We will celebrate Harvest in school through our Collective Worship and RE lessons and our school Harvest service will be on Thursday, 16th October at 2:30pm. Everyone is welcome.
Parents’ Evening

We hope to run these after half-term. However, if you have any concerns in the meantime, we ask that you speak to your child(ren)’s teacher. Letters with booking instructions will follow. 
Coffee Mornings

After the success of our PSHE coffee morning, we have decided to hold informal coffee mornings each half-term. It is also an opportunity to find out what is happening in the school or for you to pitch ideas of how we could improve the school, or just to spend some time catching up with others! The first one is on Monday, 29th September after morning drop off (08:45-10:00).
Stay ’n’ Play/Open mornings 

These will be resuming again on 7th November from 08:45-09:15. For those who aren’t aware, this is an opportunity to spend time with your child(ren) in their classroom, looking at their work/displays or sharing a book.

Fundraising

Throughout the year we will be holding some fundraising events to raise money for charities and for the school, which could be used to support school trips, visits and resources. Some of these may be cake sales, non-uniform days, raffles and sponsored events.

We have been very unfortunate that we haven’t had a PTA for several years now and staff have been organising these events. We are keen to establish either a PTA or a working group of parents to assist in organising these types of events. If you feel this is something that either yourselves or other extended family members may be able to help with, then please contact myself or Miss Driscoll for further information. 

Safety outside of school 

Could we remind all parents that parking outside school on the yellow zig-zag lines is forbidden by law for safety reasons. The parking ban extends from the start of the school car park to the end of the school premises next to the school house. Also, we would request that parents do not park on school grounds when dropping your child(ren) off. Could we also ask that your child(ren) do not climb on the low walls and railings at the front of the school.

Dates for diaries

September

10th - First Swimming
26th - Flu immunisation

                                                                          29th - Welcome coffee morning

October

7th - Open Day (prospective parents)
16th - Harvest service @ Church – 2:30pm
24th – Celebration Service @ Church - 9am

Finish for half term

November

3rd - INSET DAY
4th - School reopens

7th - Open Morning/Stay ’n’ Play
10th - Parents’ evening – from 2:30pm - Goldfinches (KS1)
11th – Parents’ evening – from 2:30pm – Robins (EYFS)
28th - Cake sale after school
December

6th – Christmas fair
8th – Open Morning/Stay ’n’ Play

11th - Pantomime trip - AM

15th - Christmas performance - 2pm @ Church

16th - Party day

17th - Fun swim

19th – Finish for Christmas

Celebration Service and Christingle Service @ Church – 2:30pm

January 2025
5th – INSET DAY
                   6th - School re-opens
Don’t forget, this newsletter and lots of other information is published on our website, so if you forget any dates, please take a look online at www.marsworthschool.co.uk.

We are all very excited for the term ahead and hope that it will be an enjoyable one for all children. Please do get in touch if you need any further information.

Best regards,

Angela Polatci

Headteacher
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Marsworth C.E. Teach children how they should live
Infant School and they will remember it all their lives.

Proverbs 22:6
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