Marsworth C of E School Medium Term Planning Autumn 2025
Geography – 
	How does this unit build on prior knowledge and where might it lead? Why Here? Why now?
This unit needs to be taught before Autumn 23 unit The world 

	
	How will I progress through the unit?
Weekly Learning  Objectives
	How will I know if the children have learnt what I have taught?

	Week 1
	 Why were castles built on hills? 
L. o. to know why castles were built on hills.
Show the children the image of Norwich Castle. Where is this castle? Would it be easy to get to? Repeat with the images on the slides of Corfe Castle and York Castle. • Why were all of these castles built on hills? Why would the lord who lived in it want his castle in that location? • Go through the information on the slides explaining why people-built castles on hills. • Would building a castle on just any hill be a good idea? What resources would need to be near a castle for the people to survive? Think, pair, share.

Provide the children with Location Cards and worksheet 1A. The children will choose three of the six land features to build a castle near to. They will think about features like fertile land, easy to defend, water etc. Then they will explain their choices.

On worksheet 1B the children will decide why/why not a castle should be built on each of the sites pictured. They will take into account the geographical features of the environment when forming their opinions.

On worksheet 1C the children will decide where the best place to build a castle is. They will write a list of things they need from the location and why. Then decide which pictured location they would choose as the site for their castle.

Plenary 
Show the children the images on the slides of Edinburgh Castle. Would this castle have been easy to build? Why was this site chosen?
	Pupils will be able to: 
·  Identify features like hills and cliffs
· Understand the importance of why they were built on hills
· Understand the disadvantage of building castles on hills

	Week 2
	What made castles easy to defend?
To find out which physical land features made castles easier to defend.
What could a lord do if there were no hills to build his castle on? How could he make his castle easier to defend? Think, pair, share. • Explain to the children that there weren’t always hills available near where some castles needed to be built. This meant the builders had to look at the environment around them to see if there were any other features they could use. Show the children the image of The Tower of London. Where do you think they got the water to fill the moat from? • Show the children the image on the slides of Dover Castle. Where has this castle been built? Why? Think, pair, share. Then go through the information on the slides explaining where Dover Castle was built and why. • Show the children the image on the slides of St Michael’s Mount. Where has this castle been built? Why? Think, pair, share. Then go through the information on the slides explaining where the castle on St Michael’s Mount was built and why.

Provide the children with
worksheet 2A. The children will use inference to answer questions about the pictured castles’ locations. 

Provide the children with worksheet 2B and the Fact Sheet A. The children will read the Fact Sheet and decide what the positives and negatives would have been when building the castle on St Michael’s Mount Island.

Provide the children with worksheet 2C and the Fact Sheet B. The children will read the Fact Sheet and decide what the positives and negatives would have been when building Dover Castle on a cliff.

Plenary 
Show the children the images of the castles on the slides. What physical land features are they built on or near? Why?

	Pupils will be able to:
·  identify physical features of land including, cliff, forest, hill, sea, river and valley?
· understand the advantages of building on or near certain land features?
· understand the disadvantages of
building on or near certain land features?

	Week 3
	 Where in the UK can castles be found? 
To name and locate UK capital cities and their castles.
Show the children the image of the UK on the slide. Which countries are in the UK? What are the capital
cities of each country? Think, pair, share.
• Then show the children the image of the the UK with the countries and capital cities named and the
castles pictured. Which city is each of these castles from? Think, pair, share.
• Go through the information on the slides. What physical features have these castles been built on or
near?

Provide the children with worksheet 3A. Using the word bank on the sheet the children will label the physical features of the sites of the four capital cities’ castles.

Provide the children with the Sentence Cards and worksheet 3B. The children will stick the correct sentences next to each picture of the four capital cities’ castles.

Provide the children with worksheet 3C. The children will write explanations next to each picture of the four capital cities’ castles, stating which physical land features they are near and why that site might have been chosen.
 Plenary
Explain to the children that castles can often be found at the centre of our cities and towns today.
Why do you think this is? Think, pair, share.
	 Pupils will be able to: 
·  identify physical features of land including, cliff, forest, hill, sea, river and valley?
· understand the advantages and disadvantages of building on or near certain land features?
· understand why the areas surrounding castles were often home to lots of people?

	Week 4 
	What are maps and keys?
To devise a simple map and use and construct a simple key.
Why are maps important and useful? Think, pair, share.
• Show the children the different images of maps on the slides. Are they easy to understand? Why? Go through the information about maps on the slides. Then explain to the children that they will be designing their own maps today.
• Go through the information on the slides detailing how to read and make a simple map.
• Go through the instructions on the slide showing how to use compass points to move around the map
and visit different places.
Main Activity
Provide the children with worksheet 4A. The children need to finish the map that has been started, using the aerial photo for guidance. They can then answer the questions.
Provide the children with worksheet 4B. The children need to finish the map that has been started, using the aerial photo for guidance. They can then answer the questions.
Provide the children with worksheet 4C. The children need to finish the map that has been started, using the aerial photo for guidance. They can then answer the questions.
Plenary 
Show the children the map of the UK on the slides with the capital cities and castles named.
Challenge the children to answer questions like: How would we get from Edinburgh Castle to the Tower of London using the compass to direct us?
	 Pupils will be able to: 
·  identify physical features of the
land?
· identify physical features and
other points of interest on aerial photos?
· use compass points to move
· around a map grid?

	Week 5
	What is the same and different about the castles around the world? 
To compare and contrast castles from different continents.
children to name as many common features of a castle as they can. Can they spot them on the image of the Tower of London? Watch a video to refresh their knowledge of features if needed.
• Show the children Himeji Castle in Japan. Ask them to ‘think, pair, share’ the features of a castle that they
can spot. How is this castle similar to one we’ve studied in the UK?
• Look at some photographs of Himeji and learn some facts about where the castle was built and who
used the castle historically.
• Explain that this is a castle from a different continent: Asia. Look at a world map and ask the children to
find Asia. Is there a key on this map to help us?
• Show the children Neuschwanstein Castle in Germany. Again, ask them to spot any common features of
a castle with a talk partner.
• Explain that this castle is in the same continent as the UK. Can they identify this on the map?
Main Activity
Children compare the Tower of London and Himeji Castle on worksheet 5A using Castle Cards 5A. They tick the common castle features they can see on each. They then answer the questions by circling the answers.

Children compare the Tower of London and Himeji Castle on worksheet 5A using Castle Cards 5B. They tick the common castle features they can see on each. They then answer the questions.

Children compare the Tower of London, Neuschwanstein Castle and Himeji Castle on worksheet 5B using Castle Cards 5B. They tick the common castle features they can see on each. They then answer the questions.
Plenary 
Display three castles on the slides that we have not looked at yet. Can the children place these on the continent map using the clues given?
	Pupils will be able to: 
· identify continents on a map using a key?
· find similarities between
castles from around the world?
· find differences between
castles from around the world? 

	Prior Knowledge
	What are the key concepts I want the children to know? Key Knowledge
	Key Skills 

	YR1 /2
Links to English- text of The Dragon Catcher 
Links to History and castles. 
	To begin to explain map sand exploration is important 
To recall some facts about Caribbean countries. 
To develop an awareness of other cultures and identify similarities and differences. 

	Yr1/2 
•explain we live they live, village, town England, Europe
To create simple maps
To recall information about some of the Caribbean Islands 
To recall the 7 continents of the world. To use an atlas to locate different places, oceans cities etc

	Key vocabulary
	Values
	

	Atlas, world
Maps,  Continents, Cities, Countries
Castle, location
Capital cities 
	Compassion- develop an understanding of different experiences.
Curiosity when carrying out research and asking questions to further understanding.
Windows- develop an awe about the world around them 
	



