Marsworth CofE Infant School 
EYFS Curriculum 2022-2023
Our EYFS curriculum has been carefully designed to include challenging, exciting, and diverse experiences that support child development in
all areas of the statutory EYFS framework. We have planned to include features of the natural world that children will encounter during their
time in school, the weather, and the seasons that they will experience throughout their time in EYFS and the use of the local environment, and a variety of topics that appeal to a wide range of young learners. We have created this in a way that allows for flexibility, creativity, and adaptability so that our EYFS curriculum can and will include learning that is led by the children’s own interests and experiences. We plan in a variety of ways that include long term overarching aims, short term topics and seasonal experiences, and ‘in-the-moment’ planning that is responsive to observations and conversations that the adults have with the children during their play and learning time in school. When planning to meet the aims and objectives of our EYFS curriculum, we consider the following:

● The needs, interests, prior experience, and the skills of each child, as an individual, to decide how to provide for next steps in learning.
● The topic or ‘hook’ that we will provide to engage a child in their next steps of learning.
● The physical environment. By carefully planning the room layout, resources, atmosphere, and aesthetics of the classrooms, we ensure that
these are learning and communication friendly spaces. This is also known as ‘continuous provision’, which represents a significant part of the
children’s experience in the EYFS, where children are given the opportunity to fully involve themselves in play. The provision within the
environment ensures that this period of play is vibrant, real, and includes high-order thinking. Observations of the children during this period of
the day supports the staff to plan for future provision and helps to shape planning for the rest of the curriculum.

We plan for the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum, which include:
	Prime Areas of Learning 
	Specific Areas of Learning 

	Communication and Language
	Literacy

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	Mathematics 

	Physical Development
	Understanding the World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design



There are many cross-curricular links within Early Years Education and our curriculum map shows this. This is by no means an exhaustive list
of all the experiences we will offer children in Early Years.
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	Communication, Language and Literacy: Supporting the development of strong communication and language skills

	We prioritise the development of expressive and receptive language development in Early Years. During a child’s first term of a child’s time in
school we carry out baseline language assessments using Speech Link. The results of these baseline assessments inform our planning, so
that we can make provision for any gaps in language development. We create language rich classrooms by setting up communication
friendly spaces, and by planning for the introduction of key vocabulary as part of story reading, topic work, role play, adult-led tasks,
interactive experiences, and talking walks within our school and local environment.

	Communication and Language provision
	● Autumn/forest walks/map-reading hunts
● Role-play areas/cosy corners to allow language to develop/outdoor shelters with books and quiet areas to read and talk
● Book nooks
● Key books for each topic – other books laid out throughout provision
● Partner talk-time on carpet
● Daily story-time
● Music focusing on rhyme and Nursery rhymes
● Acting out stories
● Books from home shared, with pupil voice valued and recorded through wall displays
● ‘Show and share’ sessions
●Weekend news in small groups



	Communication, Language and Literacy: early reading and phonics

	Children are introduced to phonics as soon as they enter our EYFS class. Throughout their time with us, children will be tuning into the
sounds and the words they hear all around them. In Nursery we use Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds. In Reception, the children begin the   systematic synthetic phonics teaching programme for early reading and writing success, ‘Lesley Clarke Phonics’. Early reading is supported using reading books that support the ‘Lesley Clarke Phonics’ scheme of work. Children are provided with reading books that match their phonic knowledge to share at home. These are changed regularly and the children are heard read in class.

	Early Reading and Phonics provision
	● Phase 1 continued throughout the year, with rhymes/sound walks
● Daily phonics sessions using ‘Lesley Clarke Phonics’ and enhancements/whiteboard work
● Opportunities to sound-blend throughout day with adults scaffolding
● Writing areas and access to sound mats/phonic flashcards
● Vocabulary on display linked to topic
● Literacy writing sessions to apply phonic knowledge




	Communication, Language and Literacy: supporting early mark-making, fine-motor and writing skills (Linked to Physical Development)

	Learning to write requires children to be exposed to activities that support both their language development and their phonemic awareness,
as well as their physical and fine motor development. Before children can physically hold a pencil, they will need to have developed certain
fine and gross motor skills. In the EYFS we plan for these experiences so that the children can gain core strength, shoulder mobility and
stability, wrist strength, hand, and finger strength, can cross the midline, and have good hand-eye coordination. These pre-writing skills will
help a child to develop an efficient pencil grip that will allow for writing. Early writing or emergent writing is characterised by scribbling or
pretend writing. The next stage sees children beginning to develop an awareness that letters and words carry meaning, and children will
begin to produce letter-like shapes when writing. Transitional writing occurs next when children understand the link between letters and
sounds. As children continue to increase their understanding of the letter-sound correspondences taught through a systematic synthetic
phonics approach, they can produce writing that makes sense to themselves and can be read by other people.

	Communication and Language provision
	● Role-play areas with relevant resources/clipboards
● Writing areas in all areas of provision including outdoor classroom
● Handwriting sessions within phonics
● Play-dough sessions
● Interventions to develop fine motor skills
● Use of sound mats and name cards for encouraging writing
● Time allocated for gross motor development/forest school
● Enriched environment with easy access to arts/pens materials



	Personal, Social, and Emotional Development (links with Communication and Language development)

	Personal, Social, and Emotional Development takes high priority in the EYFS. Until a child is feeling safe and settled, they are not ready to
learn. We monitor children’s wellbeing and engagement in school, and sensitively support children to achieve high levels in both areas. We plan to meet the needs of individual children.

	Personal, Social and Emotional provision
	● Term begins with All About Me topic
● Book focus on diversity
● Invitations for parents to provide us with resources/information on family religion/culture that can be shared
● Visitors in to support well being
● Regular Yoga/mindfulness sessions
● Adults mindfully support self-regulation and co-regulation, where appropriate




	Physical Development (links with fine motor development and Writing)

	This area of the curriculum plans to develop a child’s movement, handling of objects, understanding of their own body and health, and levels
of selfcare. Children develop in these areas in a range of ways, including spatial awareness when moving, coordination of small and large
movements, effective use of tools, expressing the times when they need or do not need physical help with something, and through positive
and collaborative experiences with others.

	Gross Motor provision
	● Weekly PE lessons
● Weekly Swimming lessons at Aquavale in Aylesbury 
● Yoga sessions
● Outdoor allocated time with bikes and scooters
● Outdoor resources- opportunities for large motor skills to develop-large blocks/pulley trolley/large tyres
● Play-dough/fine motor activities laid out in provision or for interventions
● Specialised developmentally staged scissors to develop early cutting skills



	Mathematical Development

	We follow the Herts Essential Maths Programme across the whole school which aims to develop mathematical success for all children. In the EYFS the aim is to develop firm mathematical foundations that are engaging and age appropriate. We teach in small groups using concrete resources. 


	Mathematical provision
	● 4 x weekly adult-led maths groups
● Enriched continuous provision that includes access to 5 frames, 10 frames, sorting trays. small objects for counting, number lines, number cards, dice, and dominoes
● Daily routines that incorporate maths. e.g. how many children are here today?
● Songs linked to maths
● Enriched mathematical opportunities within cross-curricular learning in all aspects of our day



	Understanding the World (links with Religious Education and Spiritual Development)

	This aspect of the EYFS curriculum is about how children learn about other people, the place where they live, and the environment around
them. This is broken down into three key areas of learning: people and communities, the world, and technology. As a C of E school, we
actively promote a values-based curriculum, which is underpinned by our core values of Respect, Courage, Compassion and Curiosity. As the centre of a wider partnership between families, church, governors, and the local community, we work to prepare the children for their next steps in life. Spiritual thoughts and feelings are an integral part of the emotional growth process for young children, and we seek to actively support this process through the curriculum we provide in the EYFS.

	Understanding the World provision
	● All about me topic including looking at the past and the future 
● Whole school daily collective worship
● Weekly Collective Worship delivered by Reverend James
● Half termly Church Services
● Science based learning- Autumn walks/changes of seasons/hatching of chicks at Easter etc.
● Access to computer, ipads, remote controlled toys, digital microscope, bee-bots etc.
● Outings-school visits and visitors
●Cultural and religious celebrations included in planning
●Links with the local village and wider community

	Religious and Spiritual development provision
	● Story of Noah’s Ark
● Remembrance Day
● Nativity story and play
● Easter story
● Other bible stories
● Daily Collective Worship and hymns
● World religions reflected within the class and planning
● Church services
● Visits out and visitors in



	Expressive Arts and Design

	This area of the curriculum plans to develop a child’s imagination, creativity, and their ability to use media and materials. Children do this in a
range of ways including singing songs and making music, dancing, playing with colours, textures, and designs, and through dramatic
storytelling or role play. These approaches help children to represent their own feelings and ideas.

	Expressive Arts and Design provision
	● Weekly Music lesson and songs linked to topic
● Role-play and story-telling opportunities – eg. acting out ‘Handa’s surprise’
● Drawing/step by step sessions
● Planned and free opportunities to develop art and design
● Accessible provision which children can access independently
● Opportunities for large art outside



