[image: ]


Marsworth Infant School SEN Information Report

At Marsworth Infant School, we believe that all teachers are teachers of SEND and all are invested in ensuring that every child can reach their full potential. 
We are an inclusive school that embraces a variety of special educational needs. We believe that every child is an individual and that each one is valuable to our school community. Every child has the equal right to join in every area of school life and the right to learn, enjoy and progress within our environment. Children receive the support they need to achieve, regardless of formal diagnosis.

1. How does the school know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?
The school recognises the need for a graduated approach to the identification and assessment of children who fall behind age-appropriate expectations. This means that the approach and provision will be suited to the current needs of the child and this may change over time. 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision is categorised into four broad areas of need, as detailed in SEND Code of Practice (2015): 
1. Communication and Interaction 
2. Cognition and Learning 
3. Social, Emotional and/or Mental Health 
4. Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

Teachers identify children’s needs through continuous assessment e.g., marking work, observations. Senior leaders monitor teaching and teacher assessments across the curriculum, observing children both informally in lessons and during play to see how they approach learning and interact with peers. 

Children’s progress and learning are regularly discussed with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENCo), the Headteacher, class teachers, and teaching assistants. Further information is also gathered by speaking with parents and carers and where appropriate, by talking directly to the children to understand their views, experiences, and needs. 

If you have any concerns about your child’s learning, or if your child has a disability, the first point of contact is your child’s class teacher. They will discuss your concerns with the SENCo to determine whether any action is required. We will then arrange a meeting with parents to discuss any concerns in more detail. Together, we will agree on a plan for the next steps, which will be reviewed after half a term. If it is felt that the Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) cycle and targeted interventions are appropriate, this will be led by the class teacher and overseen by the SENCo. 
After several cycles of targeted support focused on addressing barriers to learning, we will review your child’s progress. If sufficient progress has not been made, we may consider seeking advice from external professionals. Following this, and with continued use of the APDR process, we may then consider whether an EHCP assessment is appropriate.

We operate an open-door policy; however, if the class teacher is unable to speak with you immediately, you are welcome to phone, email, or arrange an appointment. There are also opportunities to discuss any concerns during parent consultation evenings.

If your child has an identified special educational need before joining Marsworth Infant School, the Early Years Team will work closely with you and the SENCo to ensure that appropriate support is in place prior to your child starting with us. For in-year admissions, we will also consult with you and your child’s previous school to ensure a smooth transition and that any SEND support continues seamlessly.

2) How will school staff support my child? 

Class teachers will develop a good relationship with each child and ensure that they are happy and settled into school life. If the teacher has concerns about a pupil’s learning, these will be raised at parent consultation meetings, or sooner if appropriate. At this stage, the child’s needs will be accommodated through an adapted curriculum and scaffolding of work in the class, and remain the class teacher’s responsibility. 

The class teacher will direct teaching assistants to support children in lessons as well as to deliver additional and targeted support. This might be through the use of a specific intervention or an intervention individually tailored to address gaps in a child’s learning. In addition, we deliver interventions which support children’s development of their self-esteem, social skills, and behaviour choices. 

The school also has a SEND Governor who oversees the school’s work with SEND and ensures that the quality of provision is regularly monitored. 




3) How will I know how my child is doing? 

Parents may receive communication about their child as and when necessary, through informal conversations, phone calls, letters, parent consultation meetings and ADPR reviews etc. Parents are invited to attend meetings with external agencies concerning their child and are kept informed and involved in decisions and actions relating to their child’s support. Parents and carers will have the opportunity to contribute to the strengths and interests based one-page profiles along with their child, which outlines the ordinarily available provision that works best for their child. 

4) How will the learning and development of provision be matched to my child’s needs? 

High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have SEN. (COP 6.37) 
Teachers at Marsworth Infant School plan and provide targeted teaching where necessary and adapt provision for children who receive SEND support. This focused support means that the learning is suited to the child’s current needs based on assessment of the children’s learning. Teachers adhere to Buckinghamshire’s Ordinarily Available Provision guidance which supports them to reflect on and strengthen their provision for all children including those with SEND. 

The method of identifying and allocating provision follows a graduated approach; the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ model of intervention and support. Barriers to learning are identified and assessed and support is planned by drawing on a range of strategies designed to support progress in school. This support is recorded on their individual APDR plan. 

Targets and programmes of learning suggested by external professionals will be incorporated into the class work delivered by the class teacher and teaching assistants. Some of the professional services that school may put a referral into are: 
· Speech and Language Therapy Services (SALT) 
· Specialist Advisory Teachers
· Occupational Therapy

5) What provision is in place to promote and support my child’s overall wellbeing? 

At Marsworth Infant School our values of Respect, Courage, Compassion and Curiosity provide a unique, nurturing environment. Children’s wellbeing is at the very heart of this.

Our school provides a variety of playground equipment and resources, encouraging imaginative, active, and co-operative play ensuring happy and engaging playtimes for all.
6) What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

At Marsworth School, the SENCo co-ordinates the specialist support of external agencies. Whole school staff meetings and INSET are dedicated to training staff. The SENCo regularly attends network meetings, as well as attending specific training to inform and update their practice. 

At times, it may be necessary to consult with external agencies to receive more specialised expertise. The agencies used by the school include, but are not limited to: 
· Speech and Language Therapy 
· Occupational Therapy
· Specialist Advisory Teachers
· Educational Psychologist
· School Nursing Team
· PRU (Primary Pupil Referral Unit)
7. What training and professional development have staff undertaken to support SEND? 

At Marsworth School our staff team have ongoing professional development to improve skills and maximise the impact of their support. Training is decided by children’s needs; whole school focuses and staff professional development needs. Recent staff training includes ADHD training and Sensory Circuits training.

8) How will you help me to support my child’s learning? 

We value the knowledge and expertise parents have about their child. Regular communication between parents, class teachers, pupils and the SENCo is key to supporting children in their education. Some children will only require targeted support for a brief period whereas others might need longer term, specialist support. 
 
The Class Teacher is responsible for: 
● Delivering quality first teaching (QFT). 
● Alongside the SENCo, identifying what support will be appropriate to ensure that progress is made in every area. 
● Providing/co-ordinating in class interventions where appropriate. 
● Working with SENCo to check on the progress of your child and identifying, planning, and delivering any additional help your child may need. 
● Writing APDRs (assess, plan, do, review, process). 
● Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed.

The SENCo is responsible for: 
● Developing and reviewing the school’s SEND policy. 
● Co-ordinating the support for children with special educational needs / disabilities (SEND). 
● Ensuring that parents are: 
· Involved in supporting their child’s learning
· Kept informed about the support their child is getting. 
● Consulting with all the external agencies who may be coming into school to help support children’s learning. 
● Updating the school’s SEND register.
● Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they can help children with SEND to achieve the best progress possible.

9. How does the school enable constructive partnership working with families? 

There are a range of ways that parents/carers will be included in the discussions and planning to support their child. These include: 
● Parent teacher consultations. 
● ‘Open door’ policy where parents can speak to staff (informal conversations at pick-up/ telephone calls / email). 
● Workshops.
● Termly reviews for children with APDRs (Assess, Plan, Do, Reviews). 
● Annual review meetings with parents and professionals of children with an EHCP. 

10) How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 

All children have the opportunity to be included in all school activities, workshops and trips. 
· Staff plan for any additional resources/accessibility issues, which might need to be addressed. 
· Parents are involved at every stage, and the aim is for every child to fully participate in the full life of our school. 
· Where necessary, risk assessments will be conducted, and reasonable adjustments will be made according to each child’s needs.

11) How accessible is the school environment? 

The school is fully compliant with the Equality Act and reasonable adjustments are made for all children with SEND where necessary. (Please also refer to our Accessibility Plan.)

12) Who can I contact for further information? 

The school office is open throughout the day, and staff can direct enquiries to the most appropriate member of staff. Class teachers are the first point of contact if you have a concern or query. They are available at the end of the day or you can make an appointment to see them through the school office (office@marsworth.bucks.sch.uk).

13) How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life? 

· We offer a flexible settling in policy. 
· Enhanced transitions are offered where necessary.
· Home visits are offered.
· Staff visit the children’s current setting.
· All children are initially invited to visit the setting to familiarise themselves with the environment and staff.
· Transition days with new class teachers.
· We have close links with the local schools to ensure smooth transitions, this includes visits by the local teachers to our setting.

14) How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs? 

The school will determine how the funding that is received will be used to support the progress of children with SEND. This could include employing teaching assistants to provide targeted support and/or purchasing specialist equipment to meet individual needs.  


15) How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

Unless your child receives funding as part of their EHCP (county dependent), they will not receive 1:1 adult support. Sometimes, pupils need support which is different from or additional to that of their peers. If this is the case, we will meet with you to discuss and plan this. Any adjustments or interventions put in place for a child will be clearly detailed and shared with relevant staff, you, and the pupils, as necessary. Support is recorded on APDR (Assess, Plan, Do Review) plans and throughout the year you will be invited to comment on these plans/sign in agreement to them. 

16) How will my child be supported if they have a medical need? 

Marsworth Infant School will support children with medical needs by working closely with parents, external professionals, and staff to ensure each child is safe, included, and able to achieve. Care plans are put in place where needed, outlining medical requirements, medication, and emergency procedures. Staff receive appropriate training, including up-to-date paediatric first aid training, and medication is stored and administered safely with clear records kept.

17) How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer of services and provision for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities? 

· The authority’s local offer of services and provision for children and young people with SEND can be accessed at: Family Information Service | Buckinghamshire Family Information Service
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