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Faith Newsletter 

Spring 2025

6th Edition 

This term our values are Courage and Forgiveness.
‘Be strong and courageous do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord God is with you wherever you go' Joshua 1.9
' Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others' Colossians 3.13
In this edition of the newsletter

· The school's vision

· The school prayer and the school's core Christian values 

· SIAMS

· Spirituality 

· Celebrations and events 

· Coming up in the next edition
OUR SCHOOL VISION
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Through our values of RESPECT, COURAGE, COMPASSION and CURIOSITY, Marsworth CE Infant School provides a unique and nurturing environment to inspire a love of learning in our children.

‘Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their lives.’ Proverbs 22:6
We care for each child as an individual to support their education, social, spiritual and moral growth. 

LEARN LIVE REMEMBER
You may have heard already, but Marsworth School has gone through a rebranding! Our Vision and Values continue to be the driving force at Marsworth CE Infant School and careful consideration has been taken in the design of the new logo to reflect this. Staff, Governors and the pupils all contributed ideas to the design. A huge thank you to Mrs Johnson, who, with her expertise, skills and A LOT of time, has helped to bring this all to life. Below is a breakdown of the school emblem and its representations:
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These will appear around the school, in emails and on letters. Please do familiarises yourselves with the representations. 
OUR SCHOOL PRAYER
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Below, you will find a copy of our school prayer which is read in Collective Worship and will be said at events and celebrations. Please help your child to learn this and familiarise yourselves with it as you may be asked to join in!
Dear God,

Teach us to show compassion towards others.

Help us to have courage to speak the truth and overcome our fears.

We will continue to show respect for all living things.

Guide us to be curious to help us learn as we grow.

Teach us how to live and we will remember it all our lives.
Amen
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OUR SCHOOL VALUES:
Courage - We try to encourage the children to try something new, to step out of their comfort zone and to engage in their learning and growth.  

Curiosity - We firmly believe that curiosity is a key part for helping children grow and develop into inquisitive learners, emotionally, spiritually and academically.  

Compassion - Plays an integral role in how we live both as children and adults.   

Respect - Treating others how you wish to be treated is an important lesson, no matter how old you are.  
SPIRITUALITY

After many discussions with pupils, parents, governors and staff, we worked together to develop a spirituality statement:
Spirituality is many different things. For us at Marsworth CE Infant School, it makes us who we are, it connects all people to each other and the universe with love. It's about amazement and curiosity, asking questions and to look beyond ourselves.
To support, pupils, parents, governors and staff to become more aware of their spirituality, we have implemented the concept of Windows, Doors and Mirrors.
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Spirituality Day November 2024

The day started by Mrs Polatci welcoming everyone in Collective Worship. She then introduced the concept of Windows, Doors and Mirrors, what they represent and how they are linked to the school's vision.

The story 'I Am Me' by Susan Verde was shared. The children were given opportunities to think about themselves and to reflect on how they feel.

 
After this, the children spent the rest of the day exploring their spirituality in more depth. They decorated wooden hearts showing meaningful people who they care for. These will be hung up in our reflection area. A second activity was to describe the qualities of their friends. These were then presented on a flower. Again, these will be displayed in our reflection area. 
 
Spirituality Day February 2025

We kicked off the second half of the spring term with another spirituality day with a focus on the windows and looking at the World in new ways. Mrs Polatci showed a short video clip from a Sir David Attenborough program ‘Wonderful World’. Following this sparked lots of discussion about what our World is like. The children were then asked to think about the following big questions. Should we be thankful for it? And Are we spoiling God’s good Earth?

The rest of the day the children read some stories about protecting the Earth from pollution. They also created some art work using plastics of different forms to draw their attention to the amount of plastic in the Earth’s bodies of water. To end the day, we spent some time outside using our senses whilst having a moment of stillness. Listening to the sounds around us and staring up at the clouds and looking at what shapes we could see. 

We hope that they are developing an understanding of their own spirituality and can recognise that it exists in everyone, everywhere at any time.

SIAMS 

(STATUTORY INSPECTION OF ANGLICAN AND METHODIST SCHOOLS)

SIAMS explores ways in which each school’s theologically rooted Christian vision drives its work and enables the school to live up to its foundation as a Church school. It does so by seeking to answer six or (in the case of Voluntary Aided schools) seven Inspection Questions (IQs). They are as follows: 

IQ1: How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision enable pupils and adults to flourish?

IQ2: How does the curriculum reflect the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision?

IQ3: How is collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually?

IQ4: How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision create a culture in which pupils and adults are treated well?

IQ5: How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision create an active culture of justice and responsibility?

IQ6: Is the religious education curriculum effective (with reference to the expectations set out in the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education)?

IQ7: What is the quality of religious education in voluntary aided and former voluntary aided schools and in former voluntary controlled schools in which denominational religious education is taught?

SIAMS inspections focus on the impact of the Church school's Christian vision on pupils and adults. This involves looking at the school’s Christian vision, the provision the school makes because of this vision and how effective this provision is in enabling all pupils to flourish. Church schools will employ a variety of strategies and styles appropriate to and reflective of, their particular context in order to be distinctively and effectively Christian in their character and ethos. SIAMS inspectors therefore do not look for a set template of what a Church school should be like, but rather take the particular context of the school into account and base their evaluation on the outcomes rather than the process.

The inspection findings indicate that the school is living up to its foundation as a Church school and is enabling pupils and adults to flourish. 

Or

The inspection findings indicate that the school has strengths, but that there are also issues that leaders need to address as a matter of priority.

We are expected our SIAMS inspection to take place in the academic year 2025-2026. 
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    CELEBRATIONS AND FESTIVALS
Ramadan begins (UK) Friday 28th February 

Ramadan is a period of ritual fasting. It marks the time when the Quran (their holy book) was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). During Ramadan, most Muslims fast. This means they are not allowed to eat or drink during daylight hours. When fasting, they feel hungry and thirsty, which reminds Muslims of people in the world who are less fortunate than themselves. They begin to understand what it must be like for people who don’t have much to eat and because of this, many give money to the poor. Muslims will often have a meal called ‘Suhoor’, before sunrise and another called ‘Iftar’ after sunset.
Eid Al-Fitr Sun, 30th Mar 2025 – Mon, 31st Mar 2025
At the end of Ramadan, when Muslims no longer have to fast, there is a special holiday, called Eid al-Fitr. It lasts for one day and Muslims celebrate the breaking of their fast. The festival begins when the first sight of the new moon is seen in the sky. They spend time with their families, eating a large meal and giving presents to each other.

Palm Sunday 13th April 

Christian Churches all celebrate Palm Sunday, which is the beginning of Holy Week. Palm Sunday commemorates when Jesus entered Jerusalem and was greeted by people waving palm branches. This event serves as a reminder for Christians to welcome Jesus into their hearts and be ready to follow him.
Vaisakhi 13th April 

Vaisakhi is a spring festival which happens on the 13th or 14th April every year. Vaisakhi, also called Baisakhi, is the festival which celebrates the founding of the Sikh community, the Khalsa, in 1699. It was originally a harvest festival in the Punjab, until it became Sikhism's most important festival. On Vaisakhi, Sikhs go to the Gurdwara in the morning for a service. Afterwards, they have a procession through the streets with lots of singing, chanting and colourful clothes. The procession is called the Nagar Kirtan. In the evening, Sikhs have a special meal with family and friends

Passover (Pesach) begins before sundown on Saturday April 12, 2025 and ends after nightfall on April 20th, 2025.

Passover begins on the 15th day of Nisan, the first month of the Jewish calendar. The date falls into March or April in the Gregorian calendar. This year it is 23rd April. While the Passover period lasts for seven days in Israel, Jewish people in other countries usually observe eight days of Passover. During Passover, followers of the Jewish faith are forbidden to eat, drink, or own chametz or (chometz)—food that is made from grain (barley, oats, rye, spelt, or wheat) and water and has been allowed to rise. Another ritual that is central to the observance of Passover is the Seder, a ceremonial meal with family and friends, that is usually held on the first two days of Passover. The meal is composed of specific ingredients, which are consumed in a prescribed order and accompanied by readings from the Haggadah, a book that details the story of the Jewish exodus from Egypt in 14 parts. Some Jewish communities in the UK, such as in London and Manchester, organise communal Seders. These are held in community halls, synagogues, private homes, or hotels. On or around the first day of Passover, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom traditionally releases a Passover message.
Easter 

Maundy Thursday - 17th April 2025

Good Friday - Friday 18th April, 2025. 

Easter Sunday - Sunday 20th April, 2025
Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar. It celebrates Jesus rising from the dead, three days after he was executed. The week leading up to Easter is called Holy Week. The date of Easter Sunday varies from year to year. It is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon, on or after 21st  March.

Maundy Thursday

This is the Thursday before Easter Day. On Maundy Thursday, Christians remember when Jesus ate the Passover meal with his disciples, breaking bread and drinking wine. Christians refer to this meal as the ‘Last Supper’. Many Christians remember the ‘Last Supper’ by sharing bread and wine together in a Church service called Holy Communion, Eucharist or Mass. It is a reminder that Jesus sacrificed his life for mankind.

Good Friday
Good Friday is the Friday before Easter Sunday. It commemorates the execution of Jesus by crucifixion. Good Friday is a day of mourning in Church. During special Good Friday services, Christians remember Jesus's suffering, death on the cross and what this means for their faith.

Easter Sunday

Easter Sunday marks Jesus' resurrection. After Jesus was crucified on the Friday, his body was taken down from the cross and buried in a cave tomb. The tomb was guarded by Roman soldiers and an enormous stone was put over the entrance. On Sunday, Mary Magdalene and some of Jesus' disciples visited the tomb. They found the stone had been moved and that Jesus' body had gone. Jesus was seen later that day by Mary and the disciples and for forty days afterwards by many people. His followers realised that God had raised Jesus from the dead. Christians call this the resurrection.
St. George’s Day 23rd April 

St George's Day is celebrated throughout England on 23rd April. It is believed George lived in the 4th Century in a region of modern-day Turkey and was a soldier in the Roman army. Although he was a Roman soldier, George was also a Christian. He spoke out against the persecution of Christians by the Emperor Diocletian - for which he was executed.

About 200 years after his death, he was made Saint George and thereafter he became the subject of a number of popular stories, such as the well-known one about rescuing a princess from a dragon. St. George is also recognised by many other cities and countries throughout Europe and beyond. 
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NEXT EDITION

Coming up next time, we will be focusing on RE, Charities and Community Links, Courageous Advocacy and as always Celebrations. 
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Marsworth Infant school 
Vicarage Road, 

Marsworth,
Bucks,
HP23 4LT

01296 668440

office@marsworth.buck.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at  https://www.marsworthschool.co.uk/
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