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Vicarage Road, Marsworth, Bucks HP23 4LT

Tel/Fax: 01296 668440

E-mail : office@marsworth.bucks.sch.uk    Website:  www.marsworthschool.co.uk
Headteacher:  Mrs Angela Polatci
RESPECT, COURAGE, COMPASSION, CURIOSITY 

‘Teach children how they should live,

and they will remember it all their lives.’ Proverbs 22:6
September 2022

Reading at Marsworth

Dear Parents,

I thought it might be useful to explain our expectations regarding reading both at home and in school. As per the Department for Education guidance, we have adopted a new synthetic phonics program to teach early reading. 

Phonics is simply the teaching of letters and the sounds they represent and it is how most children learn to read. Reading underpins all learning and as such its importance cannot be underestimated. We plan to host an information session for parents’ regarding phonics soon. 

We are using Lesley Clarke’s Phonics and she provides further information and resources for parents on her website: https://www.lesleyclarkesyntheticphonics.co.uk/. 

As part of the new strategy, children will be receiving reading books closely matched to the phonics level they are currently working at. All reading books will be marked with a white label identifying the phonics phase and week with that phase, which matches the book’s content. If the book contains only a few additional words/sounds which haven’t yet been taught, then these will also be noted on the label. 

The aim is that children should be reading books which contain the letters and sounds they are currently learning. This might mean that your child brings home books with different colour bands. Sometimes your child may also bring home a book marked with a star; this is a ‘read together’ book, i.e. a book containing a range of sounds/words which may not have been taught yet in their phonics lessons, but which we feel are good books to share. (As you can imagine, sorting through all of our reading books and matching them to teaching phases/weeks is time consuming and we have made a good start with phases 1-3 but this will be an ongoing process).

In EYFS to begin with, your child will bring home a Phase 1 book with no words. The aim of these books is to encourage the language of reading/prediction/storytelling and to build children’s confidence with books.

In KS1 we ask that you read the school reading books at home at least twice, e.g. focussing on fluency/blending on the first evening and then with a focus on comprehension on the second evening.

We need parents to record in the yellow reading records each time they hear their child read or share a book, as this is the only way we know what has been done at home and what they enjoyed or struggled with. The expectation is that all children should be reading at home every day, for at least 10 – 15 minutes.

I hope that this has helped to explain our approach here at Marsworth. Please do not hesitate to speak to myself or one of the other teachers if you would like further information.

Yours Sincerely

Mrs K. Scott

English Lead.
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